
 

 

 

 

Call for “Resuscitation” of Education Subcommittee 
On November 14, 2007, the National Registry of Emergency Medical 

Technicians (NREMT) Board of Directors “unanimously passed the motion to 
require applicants for national paramedic certification to graduate from a 
nationally accredited educational program after December 31, 2012, 
however the NREMT may revisit the issue of other levels in the future.” The 
NREMT decision has significant impact on the National Education Agenda for 
the Future’s accreditation program. While the EMS Education’s Agenda for 
the Future calls for accreditation at all levels, the NREMT motion only affects 
the paramedic level. 

 Why accreditation?  

• Provides a consistent, objective mechanism for program evaluation 

• Process of self-evaluation, peer site visitation, and commission review 

• Defines minimum standards for educational programs and resources 

• Assures quality of education in place 

• Ensures public and student protection 

• Allows federal student loan use 

• EMTs across the country will be able to transfer to any state in the nation 
that follows the recommendations in the EMS Education Agenda for the 
Future 

• Provides a consistent education across the country 

       Professions that have attained accreditation and improved their 
educational system have enjoyed increased credibility as an occupation. 
Accreditation enhances education and ultimately patients receive improved 
pre-hospital care. Since the NREMT Board is not going to require 
accreditation below paramedic, the State of Idaho needs an alternative 
source of state level accreditation at the other EMT levels. EMSAC will be 
involved in assisting the EMS Bureau with the implementation process of the 
EMS Education Agenda for the Future and attaining state level accreditation.  

 Associated tasks and decisions due by 2012, include rule changes, 
stand-up an accreditation body, instructor preparation/requirements, and 
transition of existing providers.  

A motion to resuscitate the EMSAC Education Subcommittee has been 
accepted.   
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Exam Standards Manual Rollout 
Wayne Denny, the Standards & Compliance Section Manager, briefed the EMSAC 
General Session on the new Examination Standards Manual. The purpose of the 
new manual is to standardize examination processes in order to assure an equi-
table measure of competence for all examinees throughout the state. The new 
manual also introduces a few new processes and polices.  

Key amongst the new additions are:  

-       Enables 17 year olds to test and gain certification in Idaho at the 

        EMT-Basic level 

-       Policies and procedures for the computer based cognitive 

        (written) examination, including the mobile cognitive examination 

        service that the Bureau offers to communities greater than 50  

        miles from a testing center 

-       Processes for hosting cognitive and practical examinations 
 

The new manual is available for download from the  

EMS Bureau’s website www.IdahoEMS.org.  

 
Justin Clemons, the new Idaho Falls Regional Consultant, starts  

work April 14, 2008. Justin holds a degree from Idaho State  

University in Biology and has been involved in the Idaho EMS system since 
1999.  

He has a diverse background as a firefighter and paramedic;  

retaining roles in the Idaho EMS Licensure Rules Task Force, chair  

of the ad hoc Extrication Subcommittee, and was recently appointed  

to the Emergency Services Training Advisory Council. In addition,  

he is an active member of the Idaho National Guard. The EMS  

Bureau is looking forward to working with Justin. 

 

New Idaho Falls Regional Consultant  

As of June, 2008 the EMSAC newsletter will only be mailed to EMS agencies and EMSAC 
members.  All others may request an automatic electronic version be sent to them by 
contacting the EMS Bureau at 334-4633, or minkm@dhw.idaho.gov.  In addition, this 
newsletter is also published on the Bureau’s website; www.idahoems.org.   

As of June, 2008, paper copies of the EMSAC newsletter will only be mailed to EMS agen-
cies and EMSAC members.  For a free subscription to the EMSAC e-newsletter contact the 
EMS Bureau at 334-4633, or minkm@dhw.idaho.gov.  In addition, this newsletter is also 
published on the Bureau’s website www.idahoems.org.   
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New pediatric 
education 

requirements 
will be in the 

updated 
Certification 

Standards 
Manual 

Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMSC) Subcommittee 
In October 2007, the Health Resources & Services Administration (HRSA) along with the Maternal 
Children Health Bureau revised the Emergency Medical Services for Children grant performance 
measures; seven of the ten measures were updated. Changes include revisions on how to collect 
annual data on performance measures; and adopting pediatric education requirements for recertifi-
cation for EMT Basics and Paramedics (previously only Paramedics). 

The new pediatric education requirements for recertification as agreed upon at the October EMSAC 
meeting will be included in the new Certification Standards Manual effective September 2008.  

155 agency surveys (81% response rate) and 33 hospital surveys (91% response rate) have been 
returned. Based on the survey responses, 40 pediatric backboards and 25 pediatric jump kits are  
being delivered to agencies most in need. All hospitals who returned a survey will receive either a 
Broselow Tape or two pediatric bike helmets for their emergency department to hand out.  

Bids have been received to conduct five Emergency Pediatric Care Combined Provider/Instructor 
courses; classes potentially could start in April. The next EMSC Subcommittee meeting will continue 
discussions on how to keep new instructors motivated and the EPC classes continuing throughout 
the state. A brochure regarding the new pediatric recertification recommendations and education 
opportunities  will be dispersed via the Idaho EMS Listserv http://groups.google.com/group/
IdahoEMS  

Neeki Larsen reported on the newly formed Idaho Simulation Network (ISN) Steering Committee. The 
ISN is looking into coordinating courses for simulation training and help ensure that simulation is 
available to all levels of pre-hospital and hospital providers across the State of Idaho sometime in the 
future.  

Grants Subcommittee 
Application documents for the FY09 Dedicated Grant cycle were approved with the recommendation 
to clarify the Fiscal Section. A motion was passed to freeze the FY09 Maximum Price for Awards at 
the FY08 level. Vehicle radios that are not P-25 compliant were removed from the list. Application 
documents were mailed Feb. 14 to all Idaho licensed agencies; the return date is May 31, 2008. 

Recommendations from the Rules Revision Task Force were reviewed along with a comparison of 
scoring from a sampling of actual applications from the FY07 grant cycle. The report showed the 
scoring using the current criteria and then compared it to the scoring if the recommendations were in 
effect. The grant subcommittee agreed the revisions were more equitable. If the recommendations 
are accepted, the soonest they would be in effect would be the FY11 grant cycle.  

Denny Neibaur presented information on the Occupational Health Studies program. This course is 
taught in high schools to senior students interested in EMS training. Denny suggested the Dedicated 
Grant program could award additional scoring points to agencies participating as a “Partner in Edu-
cation” by providing mentoring, field training, etc. to students enrolled in the courses. This suggestion 
will be presented to the Task Force for their recommendation. 

Uses of future potential Training Grant funds were discussed with several options and needs consid-
ered. Due to the timing, the FY09 grant cycle will stand as it is currently. 

The subcommittee voted to have the Education Subcommittee reinstated. This motion was affirmed 
in the General Session. 

Licensure Subcommittee   

The EMSAC Licensure Subcommittee welcomed several new members and reviewed one EMS 
agency application upgrade request. Ada County Paramedics was licensed at the ALS-2 level which 
allows pre-hospital and interfacility transfers and upgraded to ALS-1, which includes critical care 
transfer ability. 

Russ Pierson, Standards and Compliance Specialist, completed an agency inspection on January 16, 
2008. The Licensure Subcommittee reviewed a Power Point presentation with photos of agency vehi-
cles, personnel and equipment and made a motion to approve the upgrade request. 

 

EMSAC Subcommittee Reports 



 

NAME REPRESENTING E-MAIL ADDRESS 

James Ackerman, Boise EMT-Paramedic boisemedic1@msn.com 

Nick Albers, Orofino Air Medical nalbers@cebridge.net 

Tom Allen, Nampa Fire Department Based non-transport allent@ci.nampa.id.us 

Vicki Armbruster, Challis Volunteer Third Service ambulance@custertel.net 

Randall Baldwin, Jerome EMT-Basic rbaldwin@ci.jerome.id.us. 

Diane Barker, Ketchum Consumer diane@idahocapital.com 

Kenny Bramwell, M.D., Boise Pediatric Emergency Medicine kbramwell@emidaho.com 

Denise Gill, Gooding Idaho Association of Counties dgill@co.gooding.id.us 

Gary Gilliam, Culdesac Third Service non-transport GaryGilliam@co.nezperce.id.us 

Dennis Godfrey, Soda Springs County EMS Administrator dengod3m@icsofidaho.com 

Lloyd Jensen, M.D., Pocatello Idaho Chapter of the Amer. Academy of Pediatricians jenslloy@isu.edu 

Karen Kellie, McCall Idaho Hospital Association kkellie@mccallhosp.org  

David Kim, M.D., Boise Idaho Chapter of ACEP boisedave@hotmail.com 

Thomas Kraner, M.D., Boise Committee on Trauma of the Idaho Chapter of American College of thomkran@sarmc.org 

Mark L. Johnson, Ammon Private Agency MJOH@inl.gov 

Scott Long, Idaho Falls Idaho Fire Chief’s Association slong@ci.id.us.idaho-falls 

Catherine Mabbutt, Moscow State Board of Nursing cmabbutt@clearwire.net 

Travis Myklebust, Lewiston EMS Instructor tmklebust@cityoflewiston.org 

Tim Rines, Canyon County Career third service rines@cableone.net 

Gary Showers, Jerome Advanced EMT-A jhs1991@juno.com 

Murry Sturkie, D.O., Meridian Idaho Medical Association msturkie@emidaho.com 

   

EMSAC Membership 

EMS System Development Offices 
Lewiston—Dean Neufeld 
(208) 799-4390 
Boise —Denny Neibaur 
(208) 334-4633 
Idaho Falls—Justin Clemons 
(208) 525-7047 
 

EMS Standards and Compliance Offices 
Boise—Russ Pierson 
(208) 334-4000 
Twin Falls—Andy Edgar 
(208) 736-2162 
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